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II. A Catalogue of fome Guinea-Plants, with 
their Native Names and Virtues ; fent to 
James Petiver, Apothecary^ and Fellow of 
the Royal Society ; with his Remarks on them. 
Comntmicated in a Letter to Dr. Hans Sloane, 
Secret, Reg. Soc. 

SIR, 

TH E Following Plants, with their Native Names 
and Vertues, I fometime fmce received from my 
Worthy and Reverend Friend, Mr. John Smyth, whilfl: 
he was Minifter to the Royal African Company in the 
Engl'tfh Faftory at Cabo Corjo, vulgarly called Cape Coafi, 
in Guinea. 

It were, Sir, needleft to tell you the many Advanta- 
ges that would accrue to the Art or Myftery of Phyfick, 
if the Vertues oi all Simples were more nicely inquired 
into, or better known : { fliall therefore wave it here, 
and only prefent you with an African Materia Medica, 
whofe innocent Practice confifls of no more Art than 
Compofuion, as you may fee by the following Me- 
thod, viz. 

i. Aclowa, fo called by the Natives in Guinea, dried 
and rub'd on all the Body is good for the Crocoes (or 
Itch.) Mr. John Smyth. 

Colutea ScorpioidesGuineenfis Tragacantha Foliis, nobis. 
Its Leaves very much refembling thofe of Tragacantha, 
are fet by Pairs, to the Number of Twelve or Sixteen, 
and fometimes Twenty, each at a very fmall Diftance, 
viz. about an Eighth of an Inch. The Pods are long, 
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fmooth and ftrait, ending in a Point j fome of them a- 
bove Four Inches long, and not thicker than a Crows 
CKuJl ; the Seeds are fmall, brown, fliort, thick and 
turgid ; each feparated in the Pod by a thin, fpungy In- 
terfepimentum or Partition. 

z. Accncroba, being boy lee! in Wine, and drank, is 
good in the Small Pox. Mr. jF. S. 

This [have mentioned at No. zi. in niyFirft Centu- 
ry, its Leaves areftiffas the Phyllirea, and opake (j. e.j 
not to be feen through, they grow oppofite on very 
iliort Footftaiks, are taper at Points and bale, the Iargeft 
one Inch and ? (in the Middle) where broadeft, and 
Three Inches long, very much refemhling our Common 
Bay, are Black (now dry) on the upper fide, and of a 
Pale Green underneath. 

3. Acroe, Boyi'd in Wine and drank, is good to 
recover Strength. Mr. J. S. 

This is a Trifoliate Shruh, it hath the Face of the Co- 
ral arhor, but is not, fpinofe, the middle or top Leaf 
ftands on an Inch pedicle, whereas the Two oppofites 
have none. 

4. Affumena, Boyi'd in Wine and drank, caufes a 
Stool. Mr. J. S. 

5. Afoba, Pounded and mixt with Oyl, is good for 
the Itch or Crocoes. Mr. J. S. 

This is. a fort of Phajeolus, or Kidney- Bean, with fmall 
hairy Leaves and Stalks. 

6. Afto, dryed to Powder and fnuft, is good for the 
Kead-ach, Mr. J. S, 

Eryfimum ligmfum Guineenfe tomentofum, nob., 

7. Atnbettuway, boyled and drank, caufeth an .Appe- 
tite to any fick Perfon. Mr. J. S. 

The Leaves of this in Shape and Roughaefs are like 
our Common Elm. 
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8. Amea, Dried into Powder and Sncfr, (tops the 
bleeding, Mr. J S. 

This hath aiated or winged Leaves, and feems to be 
one of the Pajamirioba kinds, which you have (o clear- 
lf diftinguidied in your moft excellent Catalogue of Ja- 
maica Plants, at Page 148. 

9. Apobee, Boy I'd and drank, is good for the Small 
Pox. Mr. J.S, 

Chryfanthemum acauhn Gmneeafe, foliis longu anguflis, 
nob. 

10. Aputtafy, The Teeth being wafnt with a Dece- 
ption of this in Water, is good for the Scurvy m the 
Mouth, Mr.J.S, 

This Tree obferves no Order ia the Pofition or fat- 
ling on of its Leaves, being farther or nearer, and Ibme- 
times oppofite, they are broad at the Bafe, with fcaree 
any Foot Stalk, and fo continue about Two Thirds, and 
then grow taper, are fmooth and {hining above, but 
(oft beneath, and fomewhat downy, efpecially the great- 
er Ribs, which being held to the Light are darkly clou- 
ded, the largefi; Leaves are about Two Inches and an 
Half long, and One broad. 

11. Aguaguin, made into a Plaifter and applied to a 
Cut, cures it. Mr. J. $. 

The Leaves of this Shrub refemble the Common Lilac 
or Blew Pipe Tree ; they grow alternately, and ftand on 
half Inch Footftalks ; if held to the Light you may per- 
ceive the letter Veins very finely reticulated and fub- 
divided. 

ii. Afafe, Boy I'd and fo kept in the Mouth, is good 
for the Tooch-ach. Mr. J. S. 

This Tree fomewhat relemblesthe Laurel, in refped; 
to the Shape and StirThefe of its Leaves, which grow 
alternately on ihort Footftalks ; its Branches are Black- 
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ifli* rugged and fprinkled with fmall, Reddifti, Spangle- 
like Specks. 

13. Afcindoe, Boy I'd and the Water drank is good 
for the Running in the Reins. Mr. J. S. 

Frutex Guineenjis fpinofus folm fubrotundis crenatis 
fl or thus filamentofis, nob. 

This is a Thorny Shrub, with roundilh, fmooth, 
crenated Leaves, foinewhat more than an Inch broad, 
grid about One and an Half long; thefe are fet on very 
ihort Footftalks ,• at the top of each Branch Hand fmall 
thrummy Flowers ; its Thorns are bigger or left according 
as they come from the fmaller or lefler Branches. 

14. Affaba, Warmed in Water, and the Groin rubbed 
with it, is good for a Buboe. Mr. J. S. 

15. AJferida, Chewed, is very good for the Belly-ach. 
Mr. J.S. 

16. Ajfrumina, Pounded and rub'd on the Legs, kil- 
eth the Worms that breed there. Mr. J. S. 

1 j. Atanta, Is very good to put in Broath for a Sick 
Man or Woman, it caufing Strength. Mr. J. S. 

Rhus Guineenfe trifoliatum fcabrum ferratum, nob. 

This differs from thztCape fort which Dr.Plukenet,ihait 
nioft fagacious Botanift hath Figured in his Fhytogra- 
phia, Tab. xiy. under Fig 7. (by the Name of Rhus 
Africanum Trifoliatum majusfoliis obtufis & incifis hirfutie 
pubefcentibus) in having its leaves edged with prickley 
Notches, whereas his is finuated or rather deeply 
waved. 

18. Attrow, Boy I'd and any (welled part waited in 
the Water (*. e Deco&ion) abateth it. Mr. J. S. 

Kali GuineetffefoUisPolygoni^floribus vertki/Ji in modum 
difpojitis, nob. 

I fhall referve its Defcriptton until I give you the 
Figure of it, which I defign with fome other Guinea 
Plants, Infefts, &c. 

19. At t runt' 
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19. Attrttmmaphoe, Boy I'd and drank, caufeth the 
great fort of Pox to Skin and dry. Mr. J. S. 

The Juice of this Weed being fnuft up the Nofe, is 
good to make one fneeze. Mr. Edward Bart ar. Of the 
Decoction of this Plant, is made a Drink good againft 
the Phrenfy. Hort. Malab. 

Colutea languinofa Floribus parvis filiquis pilofis deor- 
fum tendentibus Muf. Petiver. 45 1 . Orient alis plerumque 
heptaphyllos hirfata^ floribus fpicatis faturate purpureis, 
filiquis plurimis quadratis valde pilofis fummo fucculorum 
de pendent ibus. Aim. Botan. p. 113. It was called by 
Dr. Herman (that late incomparable Botanift) Aflraga- 
lus Indicus Jpicatus fi liquis copiofis deorjum jpeclanti- 
bus non falcatis feu Polylobos. And by the Inhabitants 
of Ceylon Pilaghas, as Joannes Comelinus aiTerts, in his 
Commentaries on the Hortus Malabaricus, in the Ninth 
Volume of which noble Herbal there is an Icon of this 
Plant, under the Name of Katu (which figmfies Sylve- 
(Iris or wild) Tagera, Tab.^o. p. 55. Whole Defcripti- 
onof it Khali briefly tranfcribs and interfperfe my own 
Observations concerning it. It grows in Tandy Places, 
about Two or Three Foot high ; the Ropts fibrofe and 
whitiftij its Stalks woody, tediih, and very hairy ; the 
Leaves grow by Pairs.with one at the Extremity having 
Three or Five (/ have Samples of it with Seven or 
more) covered on both fides with a loft wooliineG (which 
are net exprefi in the Figure , the like Omiffion I find in 
many others in this Work, whofe Leaves, &c. are deline- 
ated fmooth, although the Defcription and things them- 
/elves declare them otherwife) they have an altringent 
TaH, and are fomewhat biting 

It hath many fmall deep Purple Papilionaceous Flow- 
ers growing in a Spike to, the top (of a Leaflet's Stalk 5) 
its Calyx is compofed of Six very narrow Hairy Leaves, 
the Pods are alfo very h3iry,roundilh,but not thicker thaa 
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a Packthread \ of an Inch long hanging downwards on 
Abort (or rather m) Footflalks ; the Seeds are (mall, lye 
length ways in the Pod, and are feparated by a (thin) 
Partition. 

20. Bumbunny, Boyl'd and drunk, caufeth to vomit, 
Mr. J. S. 

21. Caggow, Boyl'd in Water, and wa!h the Teeth, is 
good for tne Tooth-ach. Mr. J. S. 

The Leaves of this Tree are fmooth and iliining, 
like the Lavorel, but thinner and veined like the Bay, 
they are Two Inches and \ broad, and between Four 
and Five long, thefe are round at the Bafe, and pointed 
at the Tip, or End, they ftand on an Half Inch Foot- 
llalk, Black nest the Stalk and Leaf; and Greenifh in 
the Middle , its Feins are very coofpicuous and much 
Subdivided on both fides. 

22. Canto, Boyl'd and drunk is good for the Running 
(1 fuppole of the Reins.) Mr. J. S. 

zj. Concon, Pounded and mixt with Oyl, killeth the 
Worms in the Legs, by anointing with it. Mr. J. S. 

Thefe Leaves differ from the Caggow- free, at No. 21. 
in being thicker, ftkTer, and not fb full of Veins. 
Thefe are broadeft within ' of the Bafe, and from thence 
grow regularly tapering ; its Footflalks are thicker, 
ibmewhat longer, and alt of a Colour. 

24. Cuttofoe, Boyi'd in Water and drank, is good 
for the Belly-ach. Mr. J. S. 

Anonis non Jpinofa minor glabra procumbens fl. luteo. 
D. H. Sloane Cat. Piantar. Jamaic. p. 75. This being 
that which you fb plentifully find in Jamaica, particu- 
larly on the Banks of the Rio Cobre near the City of 
St. Jago de la Vega, or Spamjh-Town : I fhall here omit 
its Deicription expecting both that and its Figure in your 
©mch defired Natural Hiftory of Jamaica, which you 
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have been (o kind to promife the World the fudden 
Publication of. 

% $. Dancreta, Boy I'd in Water, and if the Head is hot, 
wafh'd in the Water, abatcth the Heat. Mr. J. S. 

Convolvulus quinqus folius Guinesnfis fdiisnon ferratis. 



That laborious and indefatigable Reviver of Botany, 
Co/per Bauhine, in his Prodromus, p. 134. gives you 
the figure of an ^Egyptian Convolvulus, which he calls 
Quittquefolius, that exactly refembles this in every thing, 
the fine notcht Serratures of its Leaves only excepted, 
which in my Specimens are not clearly to be feen, al- 
though fbme oi: them feem to have fuch a Tendency or 
Diipofition. 

z6. Dittjohn, Warm'd at the Fire, and applied to a 
Boil, breaks it. Mr. J. S. 

27. Bmphrue, Boyi'd and drank, caufes Strength in 
Sicknefs. Mr. J. S. 

Mori folio non crenato Arhor Guineenfis, nob. 

x8. Heniecoe, Boyi'd in Wine, is good for the Belly- 
ach. Mr. J. S. 

29. IJfong, Put in Water, and the Head wa'iht cureth 
the Head-ach. Mr. J. S. 

fifum vejicarium, frutlu nigra alba macula not at CB. 
,343. cordatum veficarium Park, r 378. Fig. Halicacalum 
peregrinum ber. 271. Fig. id. emac. 34a. Fig. It's alfb 
figured in the Eighth Volume cf the Hortus Malabaricus, 
tab. 28. p. 5-3. under the Malabar Name of Vlinga, 
It's call'd &i Barbadoes, from whence I have affo recei- 
ved it Parjly. I find you have alfb obferved it-p!entifully 
in Jamaica, as appears by your incomparable Catalogue 
at p. 111. to which for the Readers eafe, I refer them 
to the many other fynonimous Names, you have there 
with lb much pains collected together. 

30. Mening 3 
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30. Menitigy Dried and made into Powder and ftwfr, 
is good for the Stoppage of the Head. Mr. J. S. 

RicinmGuineenfis Hedera quinqmfol, Virginians facie t 
foliis hirfutiSy nob. 

31. Metacoe, Pounded, and fo applied, is good for a 
Cut. Mr.J.S. 

With thele Leaves the Blacks alfo make Match for 
their Muskets, as my kind Friend, Mr. Edward Bartar 
informs me. 

1%. Okang, Boy Yd in Water, and Co walh the Cods, 
is good for the (welling. Mr. J. S. 

Glycynbizce folio fingulari t Frutex Guineenfis fpinis 
gente/IiSj nob. 

y y Pocumma, Pounded and dried and Bak'd in Bread 
is good for the Flux. Mr. jf. S. 

34. Santeo, boy I'd, and the Eyes walht with the 
Water, taketh away any Film or Pearl. Mr. f, S. 

The Leaves of this Tree grow oppofite, with one at 
the end without Footftalks ; the Joyntsand fetting on 
of the Leaves are blackifb, they are of the make and 
bignefs of the Lawrel. 

35. Sora t Boy I'd and drank, is good for any Pain a- 
bout the Body. Mr. J. S. 

The Leaves of this Shrub have the Shape and Bignefs 
of thofe of Sena, but are fomewhat woolly underneath, 
and are let on very ibort Foot-ftalks. 

36. Tetrepboe, BoyFdin Broath is good for the Flux. 
Mr.f.S. 

This Plant grows alio in Malabar, where they ufe the 
Root boy I'd in Whey, as a Remedy againfl; the Piles, 
and the Powder of it cures the Belly-ach, Hart. Malab. 

Xanthium Malalaricum capitnlis lanuginofis MuC Pe- 
tiv. 99. Bet<e folio Malabarka femine Lappaceo Com. 
not. in H. Mai. Wellia Codiveli H. Mai. V. 10. Tab. 5:9. 
j>. 117. From whence, and my own Specimens, I /hall 

here 



here give you a fliort Defcription of it. It's Stalks are 
fomewhat woody and hoary (efpeciaily towards the 
top) the Leaves grow (by Pairs) on Ihort Foorftalks, 
the young ones are Velvetty underneath, the others in 
fbape and hoarinefs not unlike Pulmonaria rnaculofa, or 
Spotted Lungwort, but ftldom To large. The Flowers 
grow clofe together in a Spike, and are compofed of 
Five Greenifh Leaves fill'd with a Scarlet Thrummy 
Tuft. After that, towards the ripening of the Seed, 
the Burs in which they are included grow more fpars'd, 
or at greater diftancej they are covered with a woolly 
Subftance, out of which proceed fmall hamated or 
crooked Prickles, very like our Englifli Burdock (but 
Four times lefs) and (tick like them to whatever they 
touch. In each of thefe is one fmall, Iongifli, flat, vetch- 
like, blackilh, mining Seed. It grows in any Soil. 
My ingenious Friend, Mx.Sam. Brown, hath alio fent it 
me from Fort St. George, where I find there are many 
Plants, the fame with thole in Guiney. 

37. Tetruma, Pounded to Powder and applied to a 
Whitlow, breaks it. Mr. J. S. 

Lauruftini facie Arhor Guineenfis, noh. 

The Leaves are oval, ftiffand opak, One Inch and 
\ broad, and 2 \ long, let alternately on all fides of the 
Stalk, on very lhort Pedicles, at and near the Top, from 
the Bofbm of the Leaves, come forth Gutters of fmall 
Flowery after the fame manner with the Lauruftinus or 
Wild Bay. But what thefe produce I cannot as yet in- 
form you. 

38. Tuffo, is very good for fore Eyes, boyl'd in Wa- 
ter, and the Eyes waflit with the Deco&ion thereof. 
Mr. % £ 

Flos Solis Guineenfis jol. fcabro, fiore minor e, nob. 

39. Vnguin, Boyl'd and drunk, is good for the Pain 
in the Back. Mr. J. S. 
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The Leaves grow alternately on Footflalks near an 
i'nch long, they have the exacT: Shape and Face of the 
Common Bay, but neither its Smell or Tafte. 

40. Vnnena, Boy I'd, and the Legs walht in the Water, 
abateth their Swelling. Mr.J.S. 

LychnisGuineenfn fruftu CaryophylloiAe, foliis hirfntis 
Rorijmarini anguftioribut, nob. 

This Plant being altogether new, I defign its Dejcrip- 
tion and Figure amongft fome other curious things I 
intend to prefent you withal, relating to Africa. It be- 
ingmy great Ambition to approve my (elf, as in reality 
1 am 

WORTHY SIR, 

From the White Crofs f 0U f mo0 Obliged 

in Mderfgate-Street 
mdm ; SM, 22. md ^ hmUeStrvmi 

James Petiver. 



III. Van 



